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A PRIVATELY held construction
firm has landed a contract with an
estimated development value of
RM100 million to build hostels for
Universiti Utara Malaysia UUM in
Sintok Kedah
Ria Pertiwi SdnBhdwill sign a mem
orandumofunderstanding MoU with
Uniutama Management Holdings Sdn
Bhd today for the proposed construc
tion of apartment type hostels to ac
commodate 2 000 students
Ria Pertiwi executive director
Datuk Ahmad Faizal Ja afar said the
project viewed as a smart partnership
between the private and government
sectors is the company s maiden ven
ture into the construction business
Uniutama Management a subsidi
ary of UUM is the holder of a 25 year
concession to design built operate
SEE P4 COL3
Concession rights will be transferred to Ria Pertiwi
FROM P1 Ria Pertiwi
lease and transfer the facility to
the university
Under the MoU it would
then transfer the concession
rights to Ria Pertiwi upon re
ceiving the concession from
UUM to enable the company
to carry out construction works
on the facility which would
mainly cater to the university s
foreign students
Ahmad Faizal said the pro
posed development which
may be funded by a combina
tion of bank borrowings and
privately raised funds is
scheduled to be completed
within 24 months
This would be self con
tained housing facility where
it would have amenities such
as shoplots surau cafeteria
and student lounge Our val
ue proposition here is to build
a high quality accommoda
tion facility for the students
and hopefully this would
contribute towards creating a
conducive environment for
them to study he told The
Malaysian Reserve in Kuala
Lumpur yesterday
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The proposed development
—comprising 1 180 unitsfur
nished apartments 820 studio
units and 360 family units—
will be built on 33 acres of land
near UUM s main campus in
Sintok The entire project will
also be equipped with a multi
purpose hall as well as recrea
tional facilities such as a jog
ging track as well as a futsal
court
Under the MoU Ria Pertiwi
will buy the land for RM5 per
sq ft and build the facility
which will then be leased to
the students throughout the
25 year concession period The
property will be returned to
UUM upon expiry of the con
cession
Uniutama Management
chairman Datuk Dr Affifudin
Omar said the university
which currently accommo
dates 5 000 undergraduate and
graduate students is facing
overcrowding issue and
viewed the proposed project as
among the solutions taken to
overcome this problem
Aside from Ria Pertiwi he
said it had also entered into an
agreement with MESB Bhd for
the construction of housing fa
cility to accommodate some
2 000 students which will be
build on a 30 acre land
The plan is to build housing
facilities to accommodate an
additional 5 000 students and
for this we have allocated some
90 acres of land We still have
room for any private company
who is interested to take part
in this project said Dr Affif
uddin a former deputy finance
minister
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